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The Old Town Hall - Cross-town Our
1895 - 272 cycling Neighbours

Through the photos of James Our community Old Ottawa East boasts

Ballantyne, we trace the history association lobbies to many acclaimed visual

of the venerable building at the have the planned route artists. Louise Rachlis

core of our community's past, traverse OOE and the likes her art to have a

and John Dance speculates on its Glebe. sense of fun and place.
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With plans for 121 storeys of residential towers at the heart of Lansdowne park, we wonder...
JUST HOW DENSE IS TOO DENSE::
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A Special Report on the
Lansdowne 2.0 proposal
Pages 4& 5

OSEG IMAGE ENHANCED
This enhanced rendering of the Lansdowne 2.0 development plan is dominated by three proposed residential towers of between 30 and 46 storeys
which would be situated behind new north-side stands.

The Greenfield, Main and Hawthorne (GMH) Project:

Big improvements, but big problems still to be resolved

JOHN DANCE currently they are all in one pipe, to replace very old water mains, and to bring the
roadway up to current standards, including making the major routes complete streets.
This summer, the massive four-year Greenfield, Main and Hawthorne Three significant design improvements that have been added to the GMH project
(GMH) road construction project will be well underway and it will yield many since the previous consultation a year ago are: both Colonel By Drive/Main Street and
benefits. Yet the “final design” still has serious shortcomings in the view of many Greenfield Avenue/Concord Street intersections will have fully signalized pedestrian

residents who attended a recent public consultation. The thrusts of the projectareto  crossings and the hydro wires and their massive poles will disappear from the major

separate the storm and sanitary sewers in the northern part of Old Ottawa East where ~roadways. Continuedon Page 11
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From the James Ballantyne Photo Archives

Old Town Hall -
1895 to 7?7??

BELOW: This undated photo of the Old Town Hall taken by James
Ballantyne was one of many the photographer took between 1899
and 1916 looking either north or south down Main Street, nearby
to the Ballantyne home located across the street from the building.
An unidentified boy and girl stare out across the street, no doubt
looking at Ballantyne and his camera "contraption”. Note the dirt
road surface of Main Street and the abundance of horse manure
that must have kept road crossers of the day stepping lightly at all

ABOVE: Stonemasons and other construction workers pause for
a photo as the solid foundation of the Old Town Hall is laid back
in 1895. BELOW: The Town Hall played a major role in the life of
the village of Ottawa East and, after 1907, in the amalgamated
community of Ottawa East within the City of Ottawa. Here,

local residents gather on election day to cast their ballots with
directions for doing so posted on the tree.
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JAMES BALLANTYNE PHOTO ARCHIVES
The above photos picture the Old Town Hall in 1915 (right) and in 1984 (left) following renovations. As described in the History of Old Ottawa

East, the Old Town Hall has endured through three centuries: "It has been a baby clinic, dance hall, school, kindergarten, Carnegie Library, head
office of a water company, Baptist Mission, election headquarters, police commission, recreation department, home of a theatre group and a
jail. It has been used by practicing brass bands, local community groups, comedians and politicians; left vacant; caught fire and had its name
changed; and above all else, it has endured." With a new community centre in the Deschatelets Building on the drawing boards, questions have
arisen about what the future holds for the Old Town Hall. See the story on the Old Town Hall and its possible future on page 12 of this issue.
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Virtual consultations yield details on new OOE community centre

KRISTINE HOUDE

In late April, City of Ottawa staft held virtual
consultations on the future Old Ottawa East (OOE)
Community Centre, fire lane, and Forecourt Park at the
Deschitelets Building. Following an introduction from
Councillor Shawn Menard, City staft presented concepts
for these spaces and invited participants to submit
questions in a chat box which were then answered by staff.

Proposed Community Centre

In 2020, the Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-
Est (CECCE) acquired the existing Deschatelets Building
to house its French elementary school, Au Coeur
d’Ottawa. The community centre will use 10-20% of the
existing building, including a small kitchen for catering
needs, multipurpose and meeting rooms and storage
space.

An addition will be added to the north of Deschatelets
with access from Oblates Avenue to outdoor parking
on the building’s east side. The addition, complete
with elevator, will house a new gymnasium and other
community facilities, including a reception desk, staff
room, weight and cardio/fitness rooms, lockers and
unisex change rooms with private change cubicles
equipped with floor to ceiling doors. The gymnasium will
include a movable stage and be a shared space with the
elementary school, with community access to the gym
likely restricted to evenings and weekends.

The following are some takeaways from the
consultations:

1. Facilities Management and Programming
City staff stated they will be responsible for all
programming and rentals, like the approach used
with the Sandy Hill Community Centre. This would
be a marked departure from the current approach in
Old Ottawa East where CAG is responsible for rentals
and programming at Old Town Hall and Brantwood
Park. City responsibility for programming also differs
from the Glebe and Old Ottawa South, where the
City owns, staffs and maintains the community centre
facilities and rentals, while Glebe and Old Ottawa
South community groups staff and manage all other
programming.

2. Gymnasium, Fitness Rooms, Meeting Rooms
Gym plans appear to support a full-sized basketball/
volleyball court, but no details were available
regarding gym dimensions or the height of the
ceiling, whether or not it would accommodate a
regular-sized court, and if smaller courts could be
set up crosswise to allow more than one activity -
for example, badminton - to take place at the same
time. The weight room and cardio/fitness room will
be welcome additions to OOE, but absent from the
plans is a separate room for yoga, Pilates, or mobility
classes. The meeting rooms depicted in the concept
also appear undersized for the needs of larger groups
for town halls or other large-scale events, especially if
social distancing continues to be a requirement.

3. Safety and Accessibility
City staff could not specify what equipment would
be included in the meeting and fitness rooms and
whether fitness equipment and furniture could
be selected with intention to meet the needs of all
ages, as well as those with disabilities and mobility
concerns. Some consultation participants expressed
safety concerns if they were in distress while in a
unisex change room closed cubicle. Staft responded
that the reception desk would be located near the
change rooms for staft to monitor traffic and respond
promptly to emergencies. Participant suggestions to
incorporate help/call buttons and enhanced safety
features will be considered in future designs.

4. Retaining heritage design while respecting
Indigenous Peoples impacted by the Oblates
For some, the Deschitelets Building and heritage
features need to be preserved, but for others, it is a
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negative reminder of the prominent role the Oblates
played in managing many residential schools across
Canada. In his introduction, Councillor Menard spoke
to the fact that these spaces are on unceded land, a fact
that should be considered in the design of this project.
Greg Macdougall, present at these consultations, and
who also penned an editorial on this topic in the
October 2021 issue of The Mainstreeter, encouraged
the City, school, and community to engage and to
centre Oblates-impacted Indigenous peoples in
decision-making on meaningful commemoration for
these sites. Staff agreed some form of commemoration
is needed and is looking to the community for further
guidance.

Proposed Forecourt Park and Fire Lane

As OOE residents wait a second summer for work on
the Grande Allée Park to begin, City staft presented three
options for the fire lane, and a Forecourt Park concept
they say is based on a 2015 in-person consultation and
recent Fall 2021 online survey asking respondents to
rank park features. Staff cautioned that work on the
Forecourt Park and fire lane are years away, with final
plans and timelines dependent on Regional’s plans for
its surrounding residential spaces and construction
completion of the Deschételets Building.

City staff provided minimal details on the Forecourt
Park, stating “unique equipment and treatments” were
being proposed, i.e., a water fountain or splash pad. There
are no plans to fence in the park, staff opting instead for
a natural separation between future residences and the
site. Public feedback included multiple questions and
opposing opinions on park features which ranged from
disappointment from 2015 consultation participants
that their input was not better reflected in the concept
to requests from community and Au Coeur parents for

fenced-in space and play structures and an open design
for outdoor gatherings and special events. Also missing in
the concept is dedicated space in the Forecourt Park for
outdoor programming, with City staff reccommending use
of nearby parks to support these activities.

For the fire lane, option 1 (gravel) would be equipped
with chained gates for access solely by fire and emergency
vehicles. Option 2 (paved) would allow shared use by
emergency and fire, with weekday access by school
buses for student drop off and pick-up. Option 3 would
allow access to any vehicle for drop-off at the front of
the building. Opinions were once again split during the
consultation process, with some preferring the space-
saving and greenspace preserving design of option 1,
and others preferring concept 2 or 3 to reduce peak hour
street congestion and enable safer drop-offs.

With over 1,000 new residents

moving to OOE in recent years, and

little opportunity to assess changing

community needs as new developments
are added to Greystone Village, further
consultation is clearly needed on these spaces
destined to become a central hub for OOE. The
proposed concepts can be viewed at Engage
Ottawa - Old Ottawa East Community Centre
and Forecourt Park Consultation (OOECC). Visit
Engage Ottawa in June to view the proposed
concepts, to see updates from the City, or to email
feedback to OOECC-CCVOE@ottawa.ca. Residents
are also encouraged to share your comments
with Councillor Menard and the Old Ottawa East
Community Association to help inform their
recommendations to the City on future plans.

N



JUNE 2022 The Mainstreeter JUIN 2022

Will a Lansdowne 1.0

redux be a better deal

for taxpayers?

ALEXANDRA GRUCA-MACAULAY

Why the sudden rush? That question is on the minds of many in response to
the Lansdowne Partnership Sustainability Plan and Implementation Report that
sought approval from City Council on June 8th as The Mainstreeter was going
to press. The controversial plan (known as “Lansdowne 2.0”) would see the City
embarking on a $332.6 million reconstruction project at Lansdowne Park, involving
the redevelopment of the north side stadium stands, the construction of a new
underground event centre, as well as a retail podium. To help fund the project, the
development would add 59,000 square feet of retail space, and 1200 residential units
situated within three residential towers ranging between 30 and 46 storeys.

The City’s financial strategy includes a
scheme to channel property taxes from
the new retail and residential development
towards construction debt pay-down.
Given the complexity of the financial
arrangements, the number of immediate
concerns that Lansdowne 2.0 has already
raised, the absence of prior consultation,
and the fact that this Council is in its “final
days” in office, Councillor Shawn Menard
- the ward councillor for Lansdowne - has
asked that Council defer decision-making
on Lansdowne 2.0 until a robust public
consultation on the proposal has been
allowed to take place.

The Lansdowne problem of financial
viability - the City has received $0.0
return on investment to date

In 2012, a plan to revitalize Lansdowne
was approved by Council. The Lansdowne
project was anticipated to become a
showpiece for public/private development
partnerships where a group of private
developers - under the umbrella of the
Ottawa Sports and Entertainment Group
(OSEG) - would partner with the City
to bring financial health and community
vibrancy to Lansdowne. The City, at a cost
of $166.0 million, redeveloped the football
stadium, especially the south-side stands,
and made a number of improvements to
the Civic Centre. OSEG committed to its
ownership of the Ottawa Redblacks CFL
team, to the maintenance of the stadium
and the Civic Centre and to managing
the construction and operations of new
retail space as well as two new residential
condominium towers.

The City still owns the entire 40-acre
Lansdowne site, but, under the partnership
agreement, leases portions of it to
OSEG. Within this leasing arrangement,
OSEG has responsibility for the cost of
maintenance of the leased facilities, and
each of the City and OSEG were to share
in the revenues that were expected to be
generated by the operations of the facilities
within the partnership. These revenues,
under what is called the “waterfall
agreement,” were to be divided between
the partners after meeting a series of

financial tests. From the start, the financial
arrangement fell short of expectations - to
date, the City has received $0.0 return on
its investment under the waterfall, and
OSEG has claimed that it has needed to
invest more than it anticipated under its
obligation to maintain the facilities. The
pandemic amplified the financial strain on
the partnership, and, in July 2021, Council
directed City staff to work with OSEG and
with community stakeholders to develop a
plan to bring the City/OSEG partnership
into financial viability.

Sounding board - no consultation before
release of plan

On December 9, 2020, Council directed
City staft to create a group of stakeholders
- the Sounding Board - that would include
representatives from neighbouring
community associations, including Old
Ottawa East’s, and to consult and engage
with the group as plans for Lansdowne
were developed. Although the Sounding
Board was formed, City staff and OSEG
moved planning behind closed doors,
and despite regular requests for meetings
and updates from Sounding Board
representatives, City staft did not consult
during the course of drawing up plans
for Lansdowne 2.0. Instead, after almost
a year of silence, the City released its
102-page report one week before tabling
it with the City’s Financial and Economic
Development Committee (FEDCO)
for approval. When questioned why
the Lansdowne 2.0 report was tabled
prior to any consultation with Sounding
Board community representatives,
Stephen Willis, the city’s General
Manager, Planning, Real Estate and
Economic Development, cited protracted
confidential negotiations with OSEG and
said that the City had “run out of time”

In response to the exceptionally short
time frame to digest the implications for
what would be the City’s third largest
debt undertaking after phases 1 and 2
of the LRT, Councillor Menard asked at
the May 6th meeting of FEDCO whether
one of the committee members would
read in a motion that essentially would

JOHN DANCE PHOTO

storied Aberdeen Pavillion, would be engulfed by three surrounding
massive residential towers if Lansdowne 2.0 is approved by City Council.

have seen the report’s recommendations
“received” rather than “approved” and
would have mandated the City to begin
robust public consultation prior to making
any decisions. No member of FEDCO
was willing to read the motion in, and

the chair, Mayor Watson, refused to

allow Councillor Menard to read out the
contents of the motion. FEDCO approved
the report, and it is now tabled for City
Council’s June 8th meeting.

The Lansdowne 2.0 Event Centre and
Stadium—projected losses
The Lansdowne 2.0 report, while

observing that the north stands and Civic
Centre are structurally sound, claims

at page 79 that without a redeveloped
stadium and a new events centre, “it will
be extremely difficult for the partnership
to meet its...financial sustainability
requirements.” This claim seems to rest
on the view that although functional,
the stadium and event centre are not
sufficiently up to date “to impart an
exciting user experience and to attract
new visitors to the site” As a result, the
report has asked Council: to approve

the recommended business model and

Continued on Page 5

Financing Lansdowne 2.0:
What's a "Property Tax Uplift"?

Part of the 40-year debt repayment plan for Lansdowne 2.0 involves taking
$129.4 million from “property tax uplift” While “property tax uplift” seems to
be a term coined by the City for this proposal, the financial mechanism that is
described is an inverted form of what is commonly known as Tax Increment
Financing (TIF). TIF is used in cases where a city raises debt in order to provide
financial incentives to entice private developers to come and develop depressed,
low-value land with a hope of transforming the land into a future viable
neighbourhood.

Under TIF, property taxes for the land prior to development are “frozen” and
continue to be collected towards the city’s revenues. But, the “increment” in
property taxes that comes from the land’s development is captured to repay the
city’s debt. Since property taxes are diverted, TIF normally needs to pass a “but
for” test: “but for” the financial incentives, the land in question could not be
developed.

Lansdowne 2.0 turns the TIF model upside down: where TIF freezes a
“worthless” land tax base at a project’s commencement, “property tax uplift” - not
used anywhere else in Ottawa - would first skim the property tax “value cream”
from the attractive prime high-value land at Lansdowne. This diversion of taxes
means that all the other Ottawa taxpayers, but not the 2,400 new Lansdowne
residents, would shoulder the bulk of the costs for municipal services and
projects. “The proposed use of property tax revenue to provide a direct revenue
stream is unusual and could establish an undesired precedent” (Office of the
Auditor General: 2009 Audit Of The Lansdowne Park Proposal Process)
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...ON THE LANSDOWNE 2.0 PROPOSAL

If approved, the Lansdowne 2.0 plan would be built in stages; the 5,500 seat Event Centre would be constructed
first with completion in October 2024, followed by the new north side stands finished in 2027, and the residential
towers, which would begin housing residents in 2027 and be fully built by 2029.

but makes no commitment towards the
commencement of their implementation.
The report relegates the funding of needed
public realm improvements to a future
hope of budgetary capital allocations.
Indeed, the report seems unaware of the
irony that one of the effects of its proposed
“property tax uplift” financing scheme
would be to divert municipal revenues
away from Ottawa city park projects,
including Lansdowne’s public spaces.

Implications for Ottawa residents: what
are the risks?

The Lansdowne 2.0 proposal espouses a
view that a successful future would require
“more of the same” but, to be financially
sustainable this “more” needs to be a “lot
more” - more retail space and especially
more people. The City staff report asks that
Council approve the financial and business
plan, and delegate authority to the City
Manager to renegotiate the partnership
with OSEG on the basis of the plan’s
financial strategy. The main components
would then be locked in without the
benefit of public consultation, or even

financial funding strategy that would
see the construction of the new event
centre and redevelopment of the north
side stands; and to establish budget
authority for the cost of construction and
preliminary works in an amount of $332.6
million.

While the existing Civic Centre seats
9,862, the new event centre would have
a reduced seating capacity of 5,500, and
questions have been raised as to whether
a smaller event centre is what Ottawa’s
growing population needs. This new event
centre would be relocated under the west
end of the stadium’s field, beneath the
grassy berm where today people enjoy
sitting in the summer and sledding in
the winter. The sunken roof of the event
centre would be “grassy” but would not be
able to support the weight of people on it,
resulting in the removal of 58,000 square
feet of useable park greenspace from
Lansdowne.

The Lansdowne 2.0 business and
financial plan is dense, but at its heart
is the claim that a new event centre and
north stands are necessary for a viable
partnership. Although touted as critical to
financial sustainability, the stadium and
new event centre - somewhat alarmingly -
are projected to lose $84.0 million over the
life of the partnership. When questioned
about this expected loss ($124.0 million
when 67’s hockey is included) during
the May 6th FEDCO meeting, the City’s
Deputy Treasurer, Isabelle Jasmin, replied
that while these components will “not
be as profitable” as some of the others,
the proposal must be understood as a
complete package where the anticipated
profitability of the Redblacks, and
especially of the new retail operations
would offset the event centre/stadium
operating losses.

Lansdowne 2.0: Lansdowne 1.0 on a
larger scale

As the City would be responsible for
the entire cost of construction of the event
centre and north stands, OSEG presented
a business case for offsetting the City’s
costs of construction and debt servicing.
To this end, the report proposes that a
new 100,000 square foot retail podium be
constructed above the north side stands
to replace the existing retail space located
there. At a cost of $40.0 million, the retail
podium would increase the retail space
by 59,000 square feet. The City would
fund 25% of the cost of the construction
of the retail podium directly and would
guarantee OSEG’s loan for the remaining
75%. The City therefore would take on
100% of the risk of the construction
debt for the retail podium, and some
have raised the question of whether the
City’s guarantee of OSEG’s loan might
be deemed a form of subsidy to a private
developer.

OSEG’S business plan has reasoned that
a considerable increase in retail needs
a commensurate infusion of shoppers,
which would be provided through the
construction of 1200 residential units
above the retail podium - confirmed
by City staff to involve 3 varying height
residential towers that would range
between 30 and 46 storeys. Although
the plan claims that 10% of the new
residential units will be “affordable,” Mr.
Willis confirmed that the term “affordable’
should be understood as something like
“moderately affordable,” more akin to
what might be affordable to someone
who is “on a nurse’s salary” As the City
would continue to own the land below
the podium and towers, it plans to sell
“air rights” for the private residential
development. In addition, under what the
City has termed “property tax uplift,” the
City would divert 90% of the property
taxes from the new retail and residential
development towards the repayment of its
anticipated $239.0 million 40-year term

>

sufficient time to allow most citizens the
opportunity to begin to understand the
ramifications of the proposal.

A good number of issues have been
raised since the plan’s release, including
financial concerns over the viability of the
Redblacks for the full 40-year life of the
debt repayment, and particularly, since so
much of the financial success of the plan
depends upon the retail operations, the
risk level that underlies any assumptions
around retail operations at a time when
the retail sector is moving through a

project debt.

The public realm: “wish list” but no
funding

The spaces at Lansdowne that are
not subject to the City/OSEG leasing
arrangements, such as the Aberdeen
Pavilion and Square, the Horticulture
Building, and the Great Lawn, are
discussed in the report, but seem not to
play an actual role in the Lansdowne 2.0
proposal. The report revisits a number
of previously suggested improvements

Continued on Page 15
that have accumulated over the years

The rectangle in the image above shows how much parkland will be
eliminated from Lansdowne Park if the proposed event centre is
approved. The berm that is our community's sliding hill in the winter
would be shifted substantially to the east.

Roof design of proposed event
centre removes parkland

The impact of the proposed event centre on parkland is profound. The event cen-
tre would eat up about a football-field worth of existing parkland.

What’s worse is that the new Official Plan requires a hectare of parkland for every
300 dwelling units. That would mean that the new towers should generate four hect-
ares of new parkland, yet none is proposed. In football-field terms, four hectares are
about the size of five Canadian football fields.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

One-sided coverage of the
occupation

I am shocked by the one-sided articles and
letters about the “ugly occupation” in the pages
of the April 2022 issue of The Mainstreeter. I have
an opposite view informed by several visits to the
Freedom Convoy, many conversations with the
“occupiers,” and my research.

The three-week Wellington street gathering
was a respectful, safe, generous and joyful family-
friendly demonstration. The suffering and
concerns of the demonstrators are real and
justified. The quantified excess of mortality
from all causes of young men in western
provinces is significant and is an indicator of
massive structural harm. The COVID measures
and economic consequences caused immense
suffering.

The government’s campaign to coerce
individuals to get injected is a violation of bodily
integrity and of the freedom to refuse a medical
intervention. The war measures response was
disproportionate and unnecessary. The Convoy

,r;' "

JOHN DANCE PHOTO

inconveniences, during a slow time of societal The mainstream media reports were many of my neighbours on this question, but I do
activity, were a small matter compared to the incomprehensibly contrary to everything that I not, and I feel compelled to let you know.
magnitude of the suffering and violations of directly witnessed. I wish I shared the views of

fundamental rights. Denis Rancourt,

Simcoe Street

H MS []W ]W Cash isn’t the problem
UENWmWN Lu - = Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, a majority of businesses
o = g 7
] A H [SI — — declined to use cash, fearing the worst. A great many promoted a
—_— — “cashless, contactless, touchless” approach as if it was the best thing
E | ?_ Il since sliced bread. This despite the fact that neither politicians
.‘-.l- AW nor medical professionals have said that taking cash is dangerous.
D A The widespread and growing reluctance to use cash in daily local
transactions made me write this letter.
Has anyone wondered about the homeless and disadvantaged
people among us who have no modern method of payment and have
L no other choice but to use cash?

. When COVID-19 began, I met a homeless person seeking food
Totally at home in The Hub outside of a Tim Horton’s, which was declining cash at the time. He
said to me: “ I am hungry and want to eat something and they have

501-150 GREENFIELD AVE | Listed at $599,900

he requested a Timmy’s gift card, which I purchased for him. He
proceeded to get his bagels. He told me: “Nobody cares for people
like us, they think it’s good to not take cash” There was another
gentleman there asking for help. At his request, I gave him cash
and he went to a Quickie outlet and got a sandwich and coffee. He
said to me: “You know, I am so grateful to this store for taking cash,
otherwise I would be starving.”

That’s when I said to myself that I needed to take the time to express
sincere appreciation to those businesses that continue to take cash
payments, particularly the corner and convenience stores.

5 e i . B e = I recently said thanks to a local store cashier for taking cash and for
Lovely éin._;,.e Home in Quiet Spacious Semi ' |magie Life doing the right thing and making a difference. The cashier smiled and

R |y . .
Perfect Custom Condo in Old Ottawa East [ l( E ( i [ l »
Stunning layout with lots of space and steps to the Canal! dla &] bagels — can you please help me?” I asked how I could help, and
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Corner of Old Ottawa South in Centretown South On the Waterfront! g 3 3 o g g
3-bdrm, 3 bath + addition. Sunny 3-storey, 5-bdrm. Beautiful shoreline, 4 season. said she apprec1ated my thanks. If there is a problerp, It 1s not CaSh’ Its
S(‘)e&fEtﬁgg\;E’Reri\VE g(‘)j”gfgéi”gf'om 3;';;3 Sﬁ&rgRgTsaEr%eR'O“ we as humans for creating a problem when none existed.
Details available upon request Listed at $839,900 Listed at $1,494,000
- Anant Nagpur,
home@dianeandjen.com 613-422-8688 i 8P
dianeandjen.com { v © © ENGEL&VOLKERS Glen Avenue

Engel & Vélkers Ottawa Central, Brokerage. Independently owned and operated
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OPINION

L'Atelier d'innovation sociale Mauril-Bélanger Social Innovation Workshop

Social Innovation - what does it mean?

AMELIE NEAULT

It would come as no surprise to me
that most people who read the phrase
“social innovation” don’t know what
it means.

We often associate the word
“innovation” with big tech companies
revolutionizing the world (not
necessarily for the better), but the
goal of the Mauril-Bélanger Social
Innovation Workshop (the “Atelier”)
is altogether different.

So what then is a social innovation?
Simply put, those of us at the Atelier
want to help change our community
for the better.

Our society is facing immense
challenges, such as climate change
and increasing socioeconomic
inequalities among the population.
These and other factors breed a
feeling of uncertainty, such that we
don’t always know the best starting
point to tackle.

For us, in order to solve issues, the
concept of social justice cannot be
disassociated from social innovation.
Social justice comes from the idea
that applying a band-aid solution

Linnovation sociale, qu'est que

Je ne serais pas surpris que
la plupart des gens qui lisent
l'expression "innovation sociale" ne
sachent pas ce qu'elle signifie.

Nous associons souvent le terme
innovation aux grandes entreprises
technologiques qui révolutionnent le
monde (bien souvent plus a tort qua
notre avantage malheureusement),
mais l'objectif de I'Atelier
d’innovation sociale Mauril-Bélanger
est différent.

Qu'est-ce qu'une innovation
sociale? Sans fausse modestie,
1'Atelier veut contribuer & améliorer
notre communauté pour le mieux de
tous et toutes.

Notre société est confrontée
a d'immenses défis, tels que les
changements climatiques et
l'accroissement des inégalités
socio-économiques au sein de la
population. Ces facteurs, ainsi que
d'autres, engendrent un sentiment
d'incertitude écrasant, de sorte que
nous ne savons pas toujours quel est
le meilleur point de départ a aborder.

Pour nous, afin de résoudre
ces enjeux, le concept de justice
sociale est indissociable de celui de
l'innovation sociale.

Sous la perspective de la justice
sociale, mettre un simple pansement
sur un probléme est une solution
temporaire dans le meilleur des
cas. Il faut s'attaquer a la racine du

to a problem is a temporary fix at
best. We need to address the root

of the problem. To do so, we must
question the current models and
systems in place to render them more
democratic and better suited to self-
organisation for the people using and
benefiting from them. These models
and systems have to be inclusive of
voices left aside too often in the past
and they have to be economically just
and viable for all. At the Atelier, we
work towards models and systems
designed for the collective good of
our community.

The people who come to the
Atelier are concerned citizens and
community members addressing
issues that they experience on a
personal level. In Old Ottawa East,
through the Building Bridges project
(Fall 2020), we invited residents
and local organizations such as The
Mainstreeter to collaborate with us
on different brainstorming sessions.
The goal was to reflect on the
transformation of this community in
order to make it more healthy, just
and sustainable. For example, at the
Atelier, we work with individuals

probléme. Ily a un ensemble de
choses a penser et a réaliser. Il faut
remettre en question les modéles

et systémes actuels en place pour

les rendre plus démocratiques et
auto-gérés par les personnes qui les
utilisent et qui en bénéficient. Ces
modeles et systemes doivent inclure
les voix laissées de coté trop souvent
dans le passé et étre économiquement
justes et viables pour tous et toutes.
Nous voulons développer des
modeles et des systemes visant le bien
collectif de notre communauté.

Les personnes venant a ' Atelier
sont des citoyennes concernées et des
membres de la communauté désirant
résoudre des problémes souvent
vécus a un niveau personnel. Par
le passé, dans le Vieux Ottawa Est,
dans le cadre du projet Construire
des ponts (automne 2020), nous
avons invité des résidentes et des
organisations locales telles que le
Mainstreeter a participer a différentes
sessions d’idéations. L'objectif était
de réfléchir a la fagon dont nous
devrions transformer le quartier pour
le rendre plus sain, juste et durable.
Par exemple, a I'Atelier, nous
travaillons avec des personnes et des
organisations qui préconisent des
solutions innovantes et alternatives
en matiére de logement abordable.

De plus, grace a nos liens étroits
avec I'Ecole d'innovation sociale

and organizations advocating for
affordable innovative housing
alternatives.

Given the Atelier’s close ties with
the Elisabeth-Bruyere School of
Social Innovation at Saint Paul
University, we are able to connect
Francophone and Anglophone
communities to establish
communications and collaboration
between both that is essential for a
stronger community.

To conclude, the Atelier is a place
where we spark change for a more
resilient society. We advocate for
transformative and systemic change
where knowledge and resources such
as our workspace and meeting rooms
are shared among our members
and the community. In a bilingual
environment, we help engaged
individuals, students, members of the
community, professors, researchers
and social organizations to foster
connections and collaboration. If
you want to join us, our doors are
wide open to social innovation ideas
and projects to put in place in the
community.

cela veut dire?

Elisabeth-Bruyere, faisant partie de
'Université Saint-Paul, nous lions
les communautés francophones

et anglophones, car nous croyons
qu'un canal de communication

et de collaboration entre les deux
est essentiel pour renforcer la
communauté.

Pour conclure, I'Atelier est un lieu
ou nous propulsons un changement
pour une société plus résiliente.
Nous défendons un changement
transformateur et systémique, ot les
connaissances et les ressources telles
que notre espace pour travailler et
se rencontrer sont partagées entre
nos membres et notre communauté.
Dans un environnement bilingue,
nous aidons des personnes engagées,
composées d'étudiantes, d'individues
de la communauté, de professeures,
de chercheuses et d'organisations
sociales, pour engendrer des
connexions et des collaborations.

Si vous voulez vous joindre a nous,
nos portes sont grandes ouvertes

aux nouvelles idées et aux projets
d’innovation sociale a mettre en place
dans le quartier.

[Amélie Neault est la nouvelle
coordonnatrice a l'administration
de l'Atelier d'innovation sociale
Mauril-Bélanger. |
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The Mainstreeter's Theresa Ann Wallace & Lori Gandy

Two OOE residents short-listed for 2022
National Capital Writing Awards

MAINSTREETER STAFF

In our August 2020 issue, The
Mainstreeter's reporter Lori Gandy
interviewed Old Ottawa East resident
Theresa Ann Wallace following the
latter's selection as the winner of the 2020
National Capital Writing Competition
(short story category) presented by the
National Capital Region (NCR) branch
of the Canadian Authors Association
(CAA).

Today, both Gandy, herself an Old
Ottawa East resident, and Wallace, who
like Gandy regularly contributes articles
to The Mainstreeter, find themselves
short-listed for the 2022 National Capital
Writing Competition - Gandy in the
poetry category for her poem, Afternoon
Tea, and Wallace, for her latest short
story, Aftermath.

Both Gandy and Wallace, and five
other finalists in each of the poetry and
short story categories, will learn of the
award winners on Tuesday, June 14th
at the NCR Awards Night ceremony on
ZOOM. Responsibility for selection of
the short-listed finalists and the ultimate
award winners in both categories rests

- Welcoming new patients

+ Family & cosmetic dentistry
« SureSmile Invisible Aligners
- CEREC Same Day Crowns
- Botox for TM) & migraines

with the distinguished judges of this
year's competition, Heather O'Neill and
Lorna Crozier.

O'Neill is a novelist, short-story
writer and essayist. Her most recent

bestselling novel, The Lonely Hearts Hotel,

won the Paragraphe Hugh MacLennan
Prize for Fiction and was long-listed for
the Women’s Prize for Fiction and CBC’s
Canada Reads. Her previous work, which
includes Lullabies for Little Criminals,
The Girl Who Was Saturday Night and
Daydreams of Angels, has been shortlisted
for the Governor General’s Literary
Award for Fiction, the Orange Prize for
Fiction and the Scotiabank Giller Prize
two years in a row.

Crozier's books have received
numerous national awards, including the
Governor-General’s Award for Poetry.
The Globe and Mail declared The Book
of Marvels: A Compendium of Everyday
Things one of its Top 100 Books of the
Year, and Amazon chose her memoir as
one of the 100 books you should read
in your lifetime. A Professor Emerita
at the University of Victoria, Crozier's
poetry has been translated into several
languages, on every continent except
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Antarctica. Her book, What the Soul
Doesn’t Want, was nominated for the
2017 Governor General’s Award for
Poetry.

When contacted by The Mainstreeter,
Wallace was particularly pleased that
her fellow volunteer writer with the
community newspaper had earned a
selection as a first-time finalist in the
NCR poetry competition.

"It's wonderful that The Mainstreeter's
reporter and copy editor Lori Gandy
has been shortlisted in a writing contest
judged by Lorna Crozier, one of this
country's best-loved poets. To know that
such a fantastic poet has read your work,
and given it the thumbs up, is a boost for
Lori," said Wallace. Gandy, who admitted
to being "quite chuffed" to have been
short-listed, likewise referred to Crozier
as her "favourite living poet.”

On behalf of all of the volunteers of The
Mainstreeter, we extend congratulations
to both of our tremendous volunteer
writers and wish them well on June 14th.
We will have further coverage of the
competition in our August issue.

Lori Gandy
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